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The 2001~2002 Librarzes 
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given to the Libraries over tbe past two years through the Phonathon, along with 
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USU Libraries' cost for a one year 
subscription to the journal 
Nuclear Physics (188 issues): 
The cost of a 2002 
GLX Volkswagon Beetle: 
tah State University president 
Kermit Hall was the speaker at this 
year's annual Library Week lecture 
on April 4. The topic of his talk was Hall's 
own experience serving on the John F. 
Kennedy Assassination Records Review 
Board and the danger that excess secrecy 
poses to our society. His lecture was one of 
a series of events during the week which fo- 
cused attention on the vital rolelhat librar- 
ies play in providing access to information. 
Following his appointment by Presi- 
dent Clinton and confirmation by the U.S. 
Senate, President Hall served as one of five 
members of the Records Review Board h m  
1994 to 1998. The Board was created in the 
wake of the controversy surrounding Oliver 
Stone's movie JFK which claimed that Presi- 
dent Kennedy's death was the result of a 
massive conspiracy involving the CIA, the 
U.S. military, md the Mafia. The success of 
this movie was d x  in large part to the fact 
that most Americans had .difficulty believ- 
ing the official "lone gunman" explanation 
offered by the U.S. government which 
claimed that Lee Harvey Oswald had acted 
alone when he killed the President. Hall ar- 
gued that this public disbelief was en- 
hanced by the fact that much of the federal 
government's files on the assassination were 
still classified more than three decades after 
Kennedy's death. 
The task that Hall and other members 
of the Records Review Board had was to 
review all classified federal materials on the 
Kennedy assassination to determine whether 
they should remain closed or could be 
opened to the public. During the four years 
that the Board existed, it reviewed approxi- 
mately six million documents and decided - 
to declassifL 99 percent of them. The remain- 
ing 1 percent that stayed closed dealt with 
matters which the Board f ~ l t  would repre- 
sent an invasion of privacy or put national 
security at risk if they were made available. 
ose records, however, are scheduled to 
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